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FINANCIAL SUPPORT

FOR NORTH KENT COLLEGE STUDENTS
North Kent College operates a range of bursary schemes to assist students from low income
households with the costs of attending College.

Discretionary Bursary
Students who are on a full-time course (funded either by the government or via a 19+ Advanced Learner
Loan) and who have a gross annual household income of below £23,000 (excluding housing benefit or
after deducting annual rent/mortgage costs) can apply for a discretionary bursary which can help with
course-related costs and travel to and from College. Bursaries are individually tailored depending on the
course the student is studying, where they live and how they travel to college. The bursary award may include:
•
•
•
•
•

Payment of any course contribution/course materials fee applicable to your course
Payment for any compulsory trips
The cost of essential books, kit, uniform or equipment required for your course
An award for travel which could be a bus pass, Oyster card top–up allowance or mileage or train fare
allowance (depending on how you travel to college)
Assistance with child care costs (only applies to students aged 20 or above. Students under the age of
20 should apply to the national Care to Learn Scheme for assistance with childcare
https://www.gov.uk/care-to-learn)

Vulnerable Student Bursary
Students who are aged 16-18 as at 31 August 2016 are guaranteed a bursary to the value of £1200 if they
are either:
•
•
•

In Local Authority Care, or have recently left Local Authority Care
Receiving Income Support or Universal Credit in their own name
Receiving both Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) and Disability Living Allowance (DLA)
or Personal Independence Payment (PIP)

Free College meals
Students aged 16-18 as at 31 August who meet the government criteria for free meals will, in addition to
their bursary, be awarded £2.41 per day which is automatically loaded on their Student ID card and may be
used to purchase a meal in the College Cafeteria.
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How to apply for a bursary
To apply for a bursary (which may include free
College meals for 16-18 only), please complete the
Student Financial Support application form which
will be available from April 2016 from reception,
or may be printed off from the College website
(go to www.northkent.ac.uk, then click on ‘College
Life’ and ‘Student Finance’) and return it to Student
Services.
Along with the completed form, you will need to
supply full evidence of your gross household income
for the 2015/2016 financial year. The following
documentation for you and any partner you live
with, or for your parent(s)/guardian(s) if you are
aged 16-20 and living with them, is required as
applicable:
•
•
•

Income from employment:
P60 or last 3 payslips
Income from self–employment:
Accounts showing gross profit
Income from any state benefits:
Your benefits award notice(s) (including all
pages of any tax credits award)

www.northkent.ac.uk
0800 074 1447

Please send in photocopies of the relevant
documentation and not the originals.Your
application cannot be processed without the required
evidence of income. If the financial circumstances of
your household have recently changed (for example
as a result of redundancy or a reduction in work
hours) please indicate this on the space provided on
the form or provide a letter explaining your change in
circumstances and we will take this into account.
Please apply by 1 August 2016 so that we are able
to process your application before enrolment. If you
are awarded a bursary you will not then be required
to pay any materials or trips fees relevant to your
course at enrolment.
Applications received after 1st August will be
accepted, however we are unable to guarantee that
you will receive your award letter before enrolment
and you may therefore be required to pay any
applicable fees when you enrol. These may be
refunded at a later date (end of November) if you are
subsequently awarded. The bursary fund is limited
however and awards are made on a first come,
first-served basis. We therefore recommend that
you apply as soon as possible after Easter 2016.
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Appeals

If you wish to appeal against a decision, the appeal must be in writing to the Student Services Manager who
will review your application and make a decision. If you are still not happy with the outcome you should
follow the complaints procedure as detailed on the College website.

Further information
For further information or advice please speak to one of our Student Services Officers:
At Dartford Campus:
Jane Barge (A.M.) – Tel 01322 629428
Julie Carmichael (P.M.) – Tel 01322 629430

At Gravesend Campus:
Michelle Humble – Tel 01322 629649

Please note that bursary awards are dependent upon the student maintaining a minimum of 85%
attendance. Students must also adhere to the College’s code of conduct. The College reserves the right to
withdraw the award if attendance and/or conduct falls below these expectations.
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